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PAGE TITLE INSTRUMENTATION DURATION
P.1 I: A-Scending: Bass Flute/Piccolo & Accordion circa 12:30
P.10 II: DE-Scending: Piccolo/Concert Flute & Accordion circa 04:00
P.24  III: A-Scending, DE-Scending: Alto Flute & Accordion circa 11:00
P.44  III: TRAN-Scending: Bass Flute/Concert Flute & Accordion circa 15:30
Total duration: circa 43:00

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Flautist:
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To Bass Flute

Accordionist:

The flat sign/down arrow placed over the note indicates a slight flattening of
the note (less than a quarter-tone), ideally achieved by using an alternative
fingering, in order to additionally achieve a subtle change of timbre. If no
suitable fingering can be found however, the microtonal pitch change may be
produced by embouchure alone. The crossed through version cancels the
instruction, when the same pitch follows straight after.

Short breaths that might otherwise be unclear are marked with a tick, All
breaths should be executed as silently as possible.

Changing instruments should always be executed as discretely as possible.

The part is written at fingered pitch rather than sounding pitch (but octave displacements affected by the
registration tabs are shown in brackets).

The two chromatic clusters involve placing the 2 finger on F2,
spreading the rest of the hand over the adjacent notes (span

O]
(tutti) F3/Ggm/
Ek C/Dm

P approximately one octave). In line with the wedge shape and dynamics
shown, the hand should then be gradually raised, leaving only the F2
playing. The notes of the first cluster (shown), because of the

crescendo from niente and the number being held down, will not all

N

—+J
-1 f
COMPOSER’S NOTE

speak at once.

Bend the note down to the specified destination pitch by slightly raising the
playing finger.

Bend the note down (and raise again, if shown) an unspecified amount (but
less than a semitone).

In standard bass, the chord symbols marked sempre continue to apply to the
note until cancelled by the crossed-through symbol.

The arpeggio line after a chord dictates a slightly ragged (quasi arpeggiated)
end to the chord through not quite releasing the notes together.

This work was commissioned by William Sleath with a grant from the Britten Pears Foundation. The final
movement (then simply called ‘Transcending’) was first performed by William Sleath (flutes) and Milos
Milivojevi¢ (accordion) at The Exchange, Penzance on 20t June 2015. The complete four movement cycle will be
premiered at The Exchange on April 28t 2017.

Christopher Best
23rd May 2016
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